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From Cuefday, September 29. to ChurfPap, Oftober'1. 1713. 





The Guardian began the Debate of Trade Voluntier. 
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His Affirmation that France fhail. Import upon us 700,000 1. in Linen yearly, 2 croundtefs Miftakes 


No fuch Quantity ever Imported, 


No reafou to fear the French Linen ¢an burt the Importation of Scots Linen. : 
The Scots carried» on a great ‘Trade in Linen to England, when the French Trade mas 
they paid a great Duty in England: Why fhould they not do fo'now, when they pay no, Duty 


open, add when eh 





HE Guardian having entred the Lifts as a Vo- 
luntier, will not rake ir il] that the AZE R- 
CATOR fingles him out to engage with 
him, when at the fame timc he thinks-it not 
’ worth while to debate with, or fo much as dirc& an An- 
_ fwer to the reft of the Writers, who oppofe the Treaty. 
’ “Asthe MERCATOR treats the Guardian with all 
that Decency and Refpeé which Men, that know what 
‘Decency and Refpe& means, ought to: give; fo yet he 
“hopes the Gxardian will allow him all the Liberty of, 
Specch,which the Argument makes neceffary. 

The lat MERCATOR laid down fome Cafes.in 
which he offers to prove the Guardian was MIST AKEN, 
‘and reafon’d a little thereon ; it is his Charity for the 
Guardian ,that makes him believe what was faidjwill be 
convincing to him; and this Paper fhall go on to ac- 
‘quaint him of yet greater MISTAKES. 

The Guardian has laid down another Affirmative 
which the MERCATOR fays cannot be right, (viz.) 
« That if the Duties on French Linen be reduced, it is 
“ to be feared it will come over fo cheap that our 
“ Looms. muft he laid afide, and 6 or 700,000 ]. a Year 
“ be fent over to France for that Commodity. 

Now the MERCATOR undertakes to convince 
even the Guardian himfelf, that this ts not to be feared, 
that it is not rational to Phir it, and in fhort, rhat ic 
CANNOT BE; and trufts to the Principles of Honour, 
“which the Gaardtan has fo often recommended to others, 
that he will pra‘tife fo much of them himfel£}as to ac- 
knowledge it,if he is convinced, or fay, if not, how it 
carr be otherwitfe. i! 

1. The MERCATOR fays, there can be no Reafon 
TO FEAR that we fhould fend over fuch a Sum as 6 or 
7oo,oco la Year for Linen, though all the Guardian 
fugyefts thould be trie. 

2 The MERCATOR will endeavour to prove, 
that there is no Probability, thar what the Guardian fug- 
pelts, can come to pafs; ( viz.) Of laying our Linen 

ooms afide. 

And if either of thefe be proved, much more if both, 
he hopes it will be.effectually proved, that there is 0 
Reafon to fi g tan {ays us to be feared. And 
this is the taken. z 

1. By allt jat were ever produced be- 
fore, whet] from the Cuftom-houie, of 
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If then’no fuch Quantity of Linen was eve know! 
to be Imported from France into England in a Year as 


could amount to fuch a Sum, the MERC A Sd EAR 









bly conceives, there can be no 96 ( | 
that any fuch Quantity shall be duiported for the.fu- 
ture. ees. 
The only way that the MERC ATOR thinks, re- 
mains to the Guardian to prove,what" he hha¥ advanted 
is, that he fhould give us fome good Reafons, why we 
ought to expeét thar MORE LINEN be Imper- 
ted from France after this Treaty fhall cakevplace, than 
ever was before the Wars commenc’d. 

But if’, in the mean time, the MERCATOR thould 
give good Reafons,why we ought t6 expett, that inflead 
of More, there fhall be MUGH LESS Imported ‘than 
was before: therrtimt Atrempt will be anticipated: And 
this fhall he done ro the Satisfiction even of the Gaar- 
dian himfelf, if he will be juft avd impartial. 7 

lange 





1, The Guardian owns, that Scotland bx made 
Steps towards the Improvement of the Linen meng ures 
We will not difpute wich him,how lage thofe- Steps 
arey wwe with them to he much Jarger than they are; 
and perhaps he fuppoles them to be larger, than they ree 
ally can be proved to be: But take it as he fays Le 
: 7 efore 
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Scots fe 
to France; and the 





.. 
- Annum. : 
Now if over and above;the very great'Quantity we 


©" Since the hegre Buty uigon Scots Linen, which 
om thevco rable. is ena raken off, and she Duties 
© ‘ 


“Eine 
ae 
Vila? * Poy 


Before the Uiiion, as appears by the Adts of Parlia- 


ment, a lange Duty was paid upon Scots Linen} and yet 
when the’ | 
fo much: cheaper than thé Frenchy that we not only 


Imported very great Quantities of Sedts Linen, But*the 


renich Trade was opén; the Scots Linea was 


ft every Year great Quaiitities of their Linen in- 
rench lrade was fo far from hin- 
ding our taking off the Scots Linen then, that’ the? 
Brench themfelves fent us every Ycar great Quantines 
of Scots Linen,which they brought fiom Scotland to 













France, and fold it to sg? . : ——_— 
For Proof of this, thes , 408 re fets oe 
Cuftom-houfe Book#;™ 3,-as-laid ‘before 


the Parliament, ftand thus: ‘ 


From Michaelmas 1685 to Michzelmas 1686, 


6702, Ells Britifh Linen. = 
From Michielmas 1686 to Michaelmas 1687, 
47532 Ells Bririth Linen. * 


From Michaelmas 1687 t6’Michachnas 1688, 
ay 36307 Ells Britifh Linen. , 

As to the Quantities of Linen,which we took Yearly 
diretly fiom Scotland, the MEAC ATO R. refers 
them to the Cuftom-Houfe’ Books for che Quantity, 
having not the Particulars before him at this time, but 

lieves,.they will often amonnt'to Thirty thoufand 


ound Steflite per Annum, ‘and’ at the timé of the 


Beta the Uniden it was Calculated in*Scotland to. the 


ent . there,..at » Sixty .thoufand Pounds per 
* 


took froth’ Scotland before, we alfo’ bought fo much 
from the French, ic was.a clear Evidence,that the full 
Importation of French Linen, when it was at the 
‘higheft, did riot catife the Scots Looms to be iaid afile : 
sWhy then, Mrs Gyardian, thould WE FEAR it willbe 
Yo now. Buz farther yer | 7 o 


Een tian os Op -of Comm 
inented + Let the G#ardian’ us, as before, whie- 
‘ther that abatement of the Price omone hand, and ghar 











io; to the Price On the other, is.a probable Means 
jufe MnGre Linento be Imported from France,.or lefs 
“for the tite to ‘comme. ’ 

‘ oa thefe Premifes the MERCATOR intersy€1,) 


ing taken offjthe Linen, will be Cheaper; and in 


a. h it is, allow'djthat Cheapnefs causes Con- 
7? 


Guardiah himfelf furnifhes »us with another 

woh we take pro Cyxf (fr, (viz.) That Scot- 

Das made gPeat Stcbs towards an Improvement in the 
‘Dinen Man fattnres > Had weenot {0 good an Authority 
for this tion, the MERGATOR thould have 
ent of the Truth*of the Fact to: have.af- 








erce to be. 
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firn’d it; but it is efiough in this Cafe, that the Gwar. 
dian no doubt knows the Truth of it. 

Now. if the full Importation of French Linen «in 
former times, when the Scots Linen paid a great Daty, 
and before they were Improved in the Linen Trade, as 
the Gw#ardian fays they are now, dil not hifider the 
faid Scots Linen being oligo into Mugland; bat, 6n 


the, contrary, they made Linen fo cheap in Scotland, 
as“that they Exported it even to France it felf: Wh 
thould we fear now, that the Looms in Scotland /hauld be 
laid afidé, and that“we dhould fend ‘into France for that 
ef} Whery Scoclatl is Iniproved in the making ir > 
approving a ManeaS ace, the MERCATOR 
fuppofes is underflood,not the making a larger Quan- 
tiry,only, Which would more properly be called En- 
creafine® than ‘mproving, but alfo making the Goods 






better amd chcaper than before: Now if the Scots are 


thus Improved in the Linen, and fake it betrer than 
they did before, as we have fhewn, it wal be Cheapers 
It would feem very hard,that it thould be lefs probable 
to be Imported here;thanit was when it was dearer in 
Price, aswell as worfe in Cuality ; and.if the French 
Linen did not hinder its coming in ‘hére, when it was 
worfe made, and dearerin Price, the MERCATOR 
cannot fee the Reajon, wich the Guardian 7 a there is to 
fear, that the Trade fhall be ftopt by the Freich,, . 
At the fame time there is to be added to thris, that as 
the Scots Linen is CHEAPER, than “it ufed to ‘be, by 
the Duty Being taken off, and BETTER ‘than it ufed 
to be; bythe Steps, which the Guardian fays Scotland 
has wide soxards an Improvement; the French Linen 
muft be Desrer,than it ufed to be, by the addition of. 
the Duty which by the Treaty is now to be laid on, 
morethanit formerly paid. T) # 
Kc is true, this is all included in what is faid before ; 
but the AZERC ATOR is obliged to. repeat it, for 
the fake of the lefs intelligent Readers, and efpecially 
For the fake of thofé;who are not fo willing to under- 
fiand it,as they are able, rata 
‘It may be, thought néedful to enquire into the Dif- 
ference,which will be made between the faid Goods, by 
this taking off the Duty on one Side, and: laying it on 
upon the orher. 
Thé MERCATOR has not room for the Parti- 
culars an. this nie 3 but in the general it will be found 
at leaft' 2d. imaShilling, inthe whole Ditfrence from 
what it was When we Imported fo much Scots Linen 
from,France: And it feéms very unlikely, that if the 
Trade, was. good before, it fhould be worfe, when the 
Difadvantage of 2d.in a Shilling lyes againfi France 
more than did before. at 
This 2d, in the Shilling the MERCATOR reck- 
east 5 gt brea coarfe Linens, which were 
the grofs, of the Quantities,which at any tim 
either from France or Scotland. : sve 
The MERCATOR ; thinks, he has. Effectually 
proved what he undertook, (viz.) That there is no Reafon 
to feaythat by reducing the Datics on the French Linen, 
as in the Treaty of Commerce, it fhou’d follow, that 
Either our Looms thould be laid afide, 
Or 709,000. Pounds a Year be fent over'to France to 
buy Linen; both which theGdian has aftirmed. 
' LUKE SX), 6. 
And they could not anfrer bint again to thefe things. 
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